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Armstrong Atlantic State University

Faculty Meeting
Minutes of August 10, 2006

Call to Order. The meeting was called to order at 11:50 in the Armstrong Center
Auditorium by Vice President Ellen Whitford. There were 226 of 290 faculty
members in attendance. The roster is on file in the Vice President’s Office with the
official minutes.

Welcome/Remarks President Thomas Z. Jones
Dr. Jones extended his welcome to all, particularly the new faculty.
Welcome/Remarks Vice President Ellen Whitford

Dr. Whitford extended her welcome to all. She said her first goal is to get to know
the faculty and to learn upon what issues the faculty is focusing. She has met with
the Academic Council and the Executive Committee and is looking at the strategic
plan and at building academic support for both students and faculty, particularly in
area of technology. She is thrilled to be here and hopes all the new faculty have
been as warmly received as she has been.

Approval of Minutes. The minutes of April 10, 2006 were approved as presented.

Introduction of New Faculty. New faculty members were introduced by their
respective deans (see Attachment 1).

Recognition of Tenured/Promoted Faculty. Faculty members who received
tenure and promotion at the end of the last academic year were recognized by Dr.
Whitford (see Attachment 2).

Executive Committee Report Dr. Joyce Bergin

A. Approval of Standing Committees. The Standing Committees of the Faculty
were approved as presented (see Attachment 3)

B. Special election information. There is a vacancy on the Executive Committee
due to the retirement of a member. The seat is a College of Arts and Sciences
seat. Departments within that college that do not currently have a member on



the Executive Council will be contacted by the Vice President’s office for
nominations. Voting will be done electronically. Watch your email for more
information.

VIIl. Other Business. There was no other business.
IX. Announcements
A. eCore Information Dr. Ed Wheeler

At the April faculty meeting the University Curriculum Committee presented a
motion on allowing AASU to become an eCore institution. After some discussion
the motion was tabled. A special meeting has been scheduled for Wednesday,
August 30 at 3:00 p.m. in University Hall 158 to enable the dissemination of
information and discussion on eCore. Nancy Thompson and Jessica Summers,
part of the leadership team for eCore, will be coming from Athens to share
information and answer questions. The issue will be brought back to the table at
the September faculty meeting.

B. Faculty Lecture Series Dr. Bob LeFavi

Seven lectures have been set up for this year’'s Faculty Lecture Series.
Presenters will be Jack Simmons, Elizabeth Desnoyers-Colas, Leigh Rich, Helen
Taggart, Tom Howard, Sabrina Hessinger, and Donna Brooks. Lectures will be
presented in University Hall 156 at 12:15 p.m. on select Fridays.

C. Intercollegiate Athletics Dr. Will Lynch

Dr. Lynch, the faculty athletics representative to NCAA, gave the following
update on intercollegiate athletics:

Women'’s soccer and golf have been added to our programs, moving us more
into compliance with Title IX and gender equity issues. Ground has recently
been broken for building the women’s soccer and softball facility, which also
moves us more towards compliance.

Eleven AASU student athletes were named All-American. Three of ten athletic
teams won Peach Belt titles. Seven teams advanced to championships.
Women'’s tennis placed second nationally. AASU placed second in the Peach
Belt Commissioner’s Cup standings, and 36" nationally in the Director’'s Cup
standings — the highest Peach Belt school in country. Academically, AASU
captured their first Peach Belt Presidential Academic Award. Sixty-one student
athletes made the Peach Belt Presidential Honor Roll. Forty-nine percent of
AASU student athletes had a 3.0 or higher grade point average. Twenty student
athletes graduated last year, the highest number ever. The six-year graduation



rate for student athletes is still at forty percent. There were zero violations of
NCAA rules this past year.

. Information on Armstrong Center Mr. Bob DiBella

Mr. DiBella welcomed the faculty as the first to use the Armstrong Center. He
said the auditorium holds 275, the ballroom holds 350, and there are also
breakout rooms and computer labs, 275 this room. Brochures have been
distributed describing the facilities and services available. Mr. DiBella
encouraged everyone to call for help with their event planning. Staff are
available to give tours after the faculty meeting.

. Faculty Development. Dr. Dick Nordquist reminded everyone of the First Friday
Faculty Forums. He said on the third Friday there would be a scholarship of
teaching roundtable. Dr. Nordquist also has copies of the Latitudes publication
for anyone who wants one. Anyone involved in bringing speakers to campus
who want the presentation reprinted in Latitudes should contact Dr. Nordquist.
Dr. Nordquist also has extra copies Armstrong Academics for those who did not
receive one.

. First Day Campaign. Dr. Leary Bell announced that they’d run out of
lunchboxes for the First Day Campaign, but there was still plenty of food for
anyone who would like some.

. Faculty Activities — Bocce. Dr. Patrick Brennan, Commissioner of the
International Faculty and Staff Bocce Association of Armstrong Atlantic State
University, announced that a new season of bocce is getting ready to start. Any
department that can get together four people can have a team, or people from
different departments may get together and form a team. Staff may also
participate. The bocce court is across from Solms Hall between Ashmore and
Fine Arts.

. Faculty Orientation. Dr. Dennis Murphy welcomed new faculty and reminded
them that HR processing was set for this afternoon. Tomorrow at 8:30 a.m. is a
faculty forum on moving ahead with on-line learning. New faculty orientation will
be Monday and Tuesday. Dr. Murphy thanked Bob DiBella and Pete
Mastopoulos for getting things ready at the Armstrong Center for the faculty
meeting.

Faculty Contracts. Phyllis Panhorst reminded those who had not yet signed
their contracts to come by Academic Affairs to do so.



X. Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 12:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Phyllis L. Panhorst
Coordinator of Faculty Information
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